
Rissers Beach Provincial Park

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSION
JUNE 18, 2024

BRIDGEWATER BEST WESTERN



AGENDA
• Welcome & Introductions
• Overview of Provincial Parks mandate & 

planning process
• History and Overview of Rissers Beach
• Coastal Hazard Study & Processes
• Table Discussion: Values & Vision 
• General Discussion
• Next Steps & Adjourn 



203 Provincial Parks
131 operational (20 Camping, 111 Day-Use)

Nova Scotia Provincial Parks



PROVINCIAL PARKS IN LUNENBURG COUNTY



Park Management Planning
• A management plan sets the vision and provides guidance 
• Ensures each park in managed consistently 
• Includes public engagement and opportunities for input 



Planning Timeline
Item Description Engagement Dates

Scoping • Rationale
• Schedule & Engagement Strategy

Spring  
2024

Background Information • Collect background information on:
o Natural values
o Cultural values
o Recreation values
o Threats

o Ecological & archeological studies

• Community Engagement session
o Collect information on values and vision 

• Online Survey (closes September 3, 2024)

Summer 
2024

Develop Preliminary 
Management Plan

• Preliminary Management Plan
• Preferred policies, approaches and development 

concept

• Online opportunity to review preliminary management 
plan

• Posted to website with opportunity to provide 
feedback

Dec  
2024

Final Management Plan • Final Management Plan
o Incorporating public feedback

March 
2025

Phased Implementation • Site level planning & design
• Construction 

TBD





2011

South Side

North Side

Day Use

Size:  101.37 ha.
Designated Provincial Park in 1973
2024 Season: May 17 to October 14, 2024



2011



2011



Rissers Beach Provincial Park – Day Use Area, 1970s?



Rissers Beach Provincial Park, 2007



Rissers Beach Provincial Park, 2007



Rissers Beach Provincial Park, 2007



1945



1955 

Wharf/Breakwater 
shortened

1953 Loss of portion
of headland

Sand deposition

Dune regression



1965



1976



1986



1992

Dune regression



2011



Little Rissers Beach, Summer 2007



Rissers Beach Provincial Park - Camper Nights

Camper Nights - 2017 - 2022

Occupancy - 2021

Camper Nights – North Side – 2022(*)

(*)  Includes Electrical, Wooded, Walkins and Group sites

Camper Nights – South Side  - Flats (Beach) – 2022

Camper Nights – South Side  - Wooded - 2022

A Camper Night is a paid overnight stay



Rissers Beach Provincial Park – Lifeguard Counts
Lifeguard Counts - 2020 - 2023

• Lifeguards count 4 times a day and keep the 
highest count which is usually in the afternoon.

• They estimate there are twice this many visitors.



Rissers Beach Provincial Park – Origin of Visitors



Rissers Beach Provincial Park – Origin of Visitors



South Side: 28 Campsites

North Side: 42 Campsites

Entry Building

RV Dump Station

Day Use Parking

Day Use Area

Pedestrian Tunnel

Boardwalk

Rissers Beach,  Spring 2023



PARK PROPERTY BOUNDARIES AND AMENITIES



PARK PROPERTY BOUNDARIES AND AMENITIES

North Rissers Campground:
• 17  Unserviced campsites (Sites 58 – 74)
• 18  Serviced campsites (30-amp Service 

& potable water) (Sites 75 – 93)
• 6    Walk-in campsites (Sites 700 – 705)
• Group camping site

• Accessible Comfort Station
• Dishwash Station
• Playground
• Dump Station



PARK PROPERTY BOUNDARIES AND AMENITIES

South Rissers Campground:
28 Unserviced campsites 
(Sites 20 – 47 in wooded area)

Vault Toilets
Potable Water Taps



Site 68, Loop A, North Side



The Flats, Loop A, North Side



Comfort Station







Wooded Sites, South Side





Park Entry Building



RV Dump Station



Day-Use Parking Lot



Day-Use Parking Lot



Day-Use Area



Pedestrian Tunnel



Day-Use Area



Interpretive Center







Day-Use Area



Comfort Station - Day-Use Area



Boardwalk



Aftermath of Hurricane Noel, November 2007

Lifeguard Building, 2021



Rissers Beach, 2021





Rissers Beach, 2021



Rissers Beach – After Hurricane Lee, 
September 2023



Rissers Beach, May 2024



Martinique Beach Access #4 2021



Martinique Beach Access #4 After 
Hurricane Lee September 2023



Martinique Beach Access #4, 2024



Martinique Beach Access #5, 2021



Martinique Beach Access #5, 2021



Martinique Beach Access #5, 2024



Rushtons Beach, 2006



Rushtons Beach after Hurricane Fiona, September 2022



Rushtons Beach, 2023



Changing our thinking after Hurricane Fiona damaged boardwalks and beach access in Melmerby Beach Provincial Park, 
Pictou – September, 2022



Pondville Beach Provincial Park Today 



Provincial Park land

Protected 
Beach

Tidal Pond
Tidal 
Inlet
Channel



VALUED COMPONENTS OF THE ENVIRONMENT

• The Beach

• The Dune System

• Salt Marsh



WHAT TO DO WITH THE PIER?



COASTAL DUNE EROSION 2008 - 2019



POTENTIAL CHANGES AFTER PIER IS REMOVED

Potential changes in beach morphology 
following wharf removal.
(source : CBCL, 2023)

Channel Instability



2017

Elements at Play



Concept of Retreat and Restore



CONCEPT FOR RETREAT AND RESTORE



Little Rissers Beach,  Summer 2007



Little Rissers Beach, 
After Hurricane Noel, 

November 2007



Little Rissers Beach, Spring 2023



Little Rissers Beach after Hurricane Lee, September 2023





Little Rissers Beach after Hurricane Lee, September 2023





 Rissers Beach, Summer 2007



Rissers Beach, Spring 2024



Rissers Beach after Hurricane Lee, September 2023













CONTINUED STORM EVENTS – DECEMBER 2023

























Rissers Beach,  Spring 2023



Table Discussions
1) Values
What do you value most about Rissers Beach Provincial Park?

• How do you use the park? What are your favourite things to 
do? 

2) Vision
• What is your vision for Rissers Beach Provincial Park?

• What are your ideas for future management or improvement? 
What would make your experience better?

Please discuss amongst your group and record on chart paper
• Nominate someone in your group to present back

BREAKOUT DISCUSSIONS: ~30 MINUTES



2017

• June – Sept 2024
• Compile information 
• Public engagement & online survey
• Mi’kmaq engagement
• Ecological & archaeological studies 

• Fall 2024
• Compile survey results
• Draft preliminary management plan

• December 2024
• Online opportunity to review preliminary 

management plan and provide feedback
• March 2025 

• Release final management plan 
• 2025 

• Detailed design work & site planning
• Date TBD

• Begin phased implementation of the plan

NEXT STEPS

Next steps



Thank you for your participation!

parks.novascotia.ca/parkplanning
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